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WORKSHOP
ON CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN DEVELOPMENT POLICIES, PLANS
AND PROGRAMS IN VIETNAM

Hanoi, 22 October 2007
Workshop summary report
Background

Adaptation to climate change needs to be considered when designing development
projects and in preparing development policies, plans and programs. Adaptation
means reducing the risks from climate change and avoiding negative impacts.
Vietnam was identified by the International Panel on Climate Change as one of the
countries to be most effected by climate change — action to adapt to it is urgently
required in all economic sectors and key development regions. Environmental, social
and economic challenges of climate change need to be considered in planning for
agriculture, transport, power development, industry, irrigation, water supply and other
affected sectors. Priority attention needs to be given to the coastal zone including
river basins, urban centres and agricultural lands.

There are two main approaches which need to be adopted for considering adaptation
to climate change in development policies, plans and programs:

¢ Addressing adaptation challenges for climate change within various stages of
preparing the development plans, programs or policies; and

¢ Incorporating climate change adaptation into assessment tools such as Strategic
Environmental Assessment and EIA.

Workshop Objectives

This workshop was a forum to stimulate in-country discussion on opportunities for
mainstreaming climate change adaptation into key development planning processes
in Vietnam and to provide suggestions for the relevant projects undertaken by the
participating government and international partners. It is being undertaken as part of
MONRE’s Office of Climate Change’s on-going program, the IIED global initiative
“Considering Climate Change Adaptation Issues in Development Policies, Plans and
Programs”, SEMLA’s work on integration of climate change into land-use planning,
and ICEM’s work on implications of climate changes on coastal areas in Vietnam.

The workshop focused on the following issues:

e Understanding key risks posed by the climate change and the need for
awareness raising of decision-makers and planners

¢ Main options for integrating climate change adaptation into development planning

e Key planning instruments relating, for example, to land-use, socio-economic
development, water resource management, and the coastal zone management
which need to be adjusted to address climate change

e Main opportunities for considering climate change adaptation within these
planning processes and recommendations for their further development

o Key assessment instruments (SEA and EIA) and the main opportunities for using
them to consider climate change adaptation and recommendations for their
further development

e Recommendations for possible innovations in future policies,
legislative/procedural frameworks, institutional arrangements and capacity
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development.

Key issues raised in discussion and the main outcomes and suggested areas for
innovation and improvement arising at the workshop have be recorded in this
summary report. It will be used as a framework of discussion points within
government and between government and the international community on priorities
for action and coordination of effort in this field.

The summary report identifies key opportunities and challenges for integration of
climate change adaptation issues into development planning processes. The report
and future discussion on the points it makes may be used for elaboration of future
projects and collaboration on climate change.

The workshop agenda appears as Annex 1 and the participant list as Annex 2. The
opening speech at the workshop by Nguyén Khac Hiéu, Vice Director of Department
of International Cooperation, MONRE and Director of the National Office on Climate
Change appears as Annex 3.

Key issues raised during workshop discussions

The plenary sessions looked at the main challenges to integrating climate change
adaptation into planning processes. In particular two main themes dominated the
discussion: (i) the difficulties of coordination on an issue strongly affecting many
sectors and (ii) making decisions in the face of scientific uncertainty concerning
specific impacts.

Institutional responsibilities: There is a lack of clarity in institutional responsibilities
for climate change adaptation. While MONRE is recognized as the national
coordination agency, the authority and resources provided to the unit within the
International Cooperation Department was not sufficient to drive effective
coordination. The challenges and need for coordination was emphasized by many
participants, but also evident in the overlapping mandates of institutions participating
in the workshop. It was suggested that many other Ministries beyond MONRE and
MARD should be targeted and engaged in a collaborative national response. Line
ministries mentioned during the discussion were the Ministries of Health, Industry
and Commerce, Transport and Construction. The involvement of line ministries is
minimal at this stage (other than MARD and MONRE) but in the long-term it is vital to
making progress in adaptation.

At the national government level there is no high level forum for inter-ministerial
coordination. Even within Ministries (and here MARD was highlighted as a Ministry
with an important role to play) there is poor coordination or discussion on climate
change adaptation among its various departments. MONRE was seen as the key
Ministry for driving the issue higher up the political agenda and as the main
coordination body. But it was felt that MONRE needed to explore internal
coordination and shared responsibility for climate change adaptation among all of its
departments, possibly with the issue addressed through a Director level working

group.

More assertive high level leadership is needed to respond across government in a
timely and concerted way. Some sort of coordination body with well defined powers
may be required at the national level. Other tools to promote multi-sectoral
integration to adapt to climate change were mentioned, including strategic
environmental assessment of strategies and plans, EIA of projects and also the
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establishment of an over-arching climate change policy framework that would provide
clear guidance to line ministries and local government.

Uncertainty: There was much discussion about uncertainty of predictions and lack of
precision or consistency in assessments of impacts particularly related to sea level
rise. This was demonstrated clearly at the workshop where different presentations
showed differing results from prediction models based on differing assumption.
Decision makers, especially from the provinces, stated that they were being sent
confused messages and there was not sufficient certainty for them to plan responses
even though they agreed that climate change is happening and requires them to act.
Sea level rise was the main consequence of climate change addressed by the
workshop which focused on the coastal region of Vietham. It can be readily modeled
but even so development planners considered there was too much variability
between possible scenarios - some consensus was required with a consolidated set
of guidelines prepared. This would enable them to decide between widely varying
options, for example, building dykes as opposed to relocating households, or
choosing between investment projects in affected locations.

Several participants and presentations pointed out that sea level rise was already
occurring in Vietnam and having significant environmental, social and economic
impacts. The situation is expected to become more serious. While consensus was
reached on the scale, focus and timing of impacts it was essential to begin planning
and acting now. When planners are uncertain, the precautionary principle should be
applied. Development should only proceed in vulnerable locations in the most
cautious manner and forms, building in adaptation measures.

One participant suggested that there were two different types of planning process:
one with precise goals and targets based on extensive available data - this is the
prevailing model. The other model is more adaptive and follows broad strategic
directions taking into account the key risks. This second form of planning does not
require high levels of precision but operates on a range of possible outcomes for
each risk. This, it was argued is the planning approach required in responding to
climate change.

To reconcile the different demands of planners and decision-makers, it was
suggested that potential solutions and adaptation measures need to be clearly stated
as much as predicted impacts.

There was overall agreement on the need for much more dialogue and extending the
scope of discussion to a wider base of stakeholders. For example, the private sector
was not participating in the workshop but has a critical role to play at all levels in
adaptation. The potential impacts of sea level rise on coastal areas are crucial
considerations in making wise investment decisions. An open dialogue with
investors on sea level rise issues should improve the security and stability of the
investment environment and need not deter investors. In addition, there are benefits
to be derived from sharing data. Climate change site assessments are needed in
coastal areas. They would account for a small fraction of overall investment costs
Data and analysis collected from investors during site assessment would support
planners and policy-makers in building more comprehensive development planning
frameworks which adequately reflect the risks of climate changes.

The workshop was considered successful at scientific level discussion, but not really

at the policy-level which would need to involve more senior decision makers from a
broader range of sectors and local government. The series of climate change
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workshops being held during October and November were welcomed to encourage
greater dialogue and broader participation.

Workshop outcomes

This section summarizes points arising from the workshop and the round table
discussions held on the following day. It is for attention of government and the non-
government community as steps for integrating climate change adaptation into
development planning.

The objectives of these summary points are to mainstream climate change into (i)
policies, (ii) the mandates of agencies, (iii) development planning processes and (iv)
enhance awareness and cooperation between government and non government
stakeholders.

It is necessary to review and harmonize policies and planning procedures to achieve
integration of climate change concerns. Development planning units responsible for
preparing strategies and plans have a crucial role in mainstreaming climate change.

There is a lack of clarity in the institutional response to climate change in Vietnam.
There is a need to significantly raise awareness (i) within government and especially
in forging lateral linkages between and within agencies and (ii) beyond government to
engage the private sector. A process of consultation, coordination and priority setting
is needed involving key stakeholders to harness the increasing interest, commitment
and resources to plan for and address climate change as an essential part of the
development process.

Climate change information needs to be prepared and communicated in ways suited
for use in local planning. Similarly adaptation needs must be dealt with at all levels of
government planning.

The following “discussion points” arising from the workshop are arranged according
to their relevance to:

The policy framework

Processes to identify hot spots and pilots
Institutional arrangements

Consultation and coordination processes
Financing and budgeting

Tools and methods for adaptation
Awareness raising

@TMMUO >

A: Policy framework addressing climate change

1. The workshop noted that climate change is a reality — it is happening now in
Vietnam — and it is probably more urgent than the IPCC has reported due to rapid
melting at the poles. There is a need for action by government now and to
promote implementation of the precautionary principle to guide development
decisions when facing situations of uncertainties due to climate change (The
precautionary principle is enshrined through various provisions in the National
Agenda 21).

2. MONRE is considering preparing a national action plan for climate change
adaptation. Several interventions during the workshop emphasized that the
preparation process needs to be inclusive with wide consultation of government
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agencies, private sector and NGOs. MONRE is preparing the second
communication to UNFCCC to be completed by 2009 — need to discuss linking
this effort with preparing the national plan.

3. It was noted that it would be beneficial to issue a national directive requiring
sectors and local government to prepare cc adaptation plans — as part
of/integrated with existing development strategies and plan processes. Such
directive (or other formal guidance from the national level) would be needed in
order to formally launch such planning processes and to allocate funding for their
undertaking.

B: Priority setting and additional scenarios for climate change

4. In situations of scarce financial and staff resources, there is a need to define
sharp priorities for action. It is not possible to tackle everything at once. Several
interventions at the workshop suggested that rapid assessments should be
undertaken to identify areas, sectors and communities which will be most affected
by climate change and then to focus investment and support on those “hotspots”.

5. MONRE is planning to provide more consistent climate change scenarios (for
example on likely rises in sea level) to guide line ministries and local government
on ranges of likely direct impacts. MONRE may require international support in
defining those scenarios. Several speakers recommended that the MONRE
should seek to develop the scenarios through a consultative process involving
key line ministries and technical institutes in different sectors, for example, the
MONRE Institute of Hydrometeorology and the MARD Institution of Water
Resources Planning..

6. The workshop also noted that the validity of any scenarios will be limited by
many inevitable uncertainties in climate change predictions. New scenarios
should consider risk-based approaches to adaptation planning, not only detailed
modeling. Such risk-based scenarios can e.g. outline the likely expected extreme
situations (and their probability) with regard to changes in the rainfall patterns,
temperatures, droughts and floods, and sea level rise for various regions.

7. New climate change adaptation scenarios can be accompanied by general
orientations -rather than rigid targets - for preparing adaptation measures for
climate change. The workshop recommended that the actual design of detailed
climate change adaptation measures should be entrusted to ‘mainstream
planning processes’ in various sectors and regions (see item 3 above).

8. However, adaptation planning and piloting in priority areas should not wait until
the more detailed scenarios are built. The broad trends and risks are clear.
Planning and piloting of climate change adaptation in priority areas should
proceed immediately on the basis of existing information.

9. In order to facilitate adaptation planning and piloting, guidelines are needed for
line ministries such as MPI, MARD and MOC for how to integrate CC into their
development planning processes. Key sectors and local government will need
strong technical support in vulnerability analysis and adaptive planning. (see item
16 below).

C: Institutional arrangements for integrated and coordinated response to
climate change
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10.

11.

12.

13.

The workshop noted that a high level coordinating body is needed with authority
to set policy and provide cross sectoral direction and coordination. The
Government might consider establishing a high-level, cross-government, national
climate change coordination platform (for example, the National Agenda 21
Council of ministers is an option). Currently, it is not an active body — but it is
now being reviewed by Government; so there is an opportunity to influence the
future mandate of the Council).

It was also noted that more attention should be given to the establishment of
processes and structures for cooperation and coordination (i) between sectors
(eg between MARD and MONRE), (ii) within sectors (eg within MARD and within
MONRE) and (iii) within provinces. The private sector and institutes should be
involved..

In order to facilitate such coordination and cooperation, it would be useful to
document who is doing what with regard to climate change adaptation — covering
the activities of all key stakeholders - and share that information widely . This
could be conducted as an initial step within the framework of ISGE. The National
Capacity Self Assessment (1995) included a review but this needs to be updated.
Another internal SEMLA review which has also partially covered this issue and
should be circulated. INRC could be involved to capture the activities of NGOs
(IUCN might also have a potential role in facilitating collaborative action by
INGOs). The review might involve “show and tell” workshops, a simple survey
and a website posting the results (eg the MONRE website).

An informal meeting convened after the workshop recommended to establish a
structure and process for donor/government coordination and partnership (eg the
ISGE could establish a cc taskforce with a well defined work program. Other
options for donor coordination are the disaster relief partnerships)

D: Financing and budgeting

14.

15.

16.

Government needs to ensure adequate budget commitment at sector and local
government level for the preparation and implementation of adaptation plans to
cc.

Climate change could be made a priority for the allocation of resources under the
National Environment Fund and/or National Disaster Relief Fund (?). Donors
need to consider contributing to this fund (or consider setting up a distinct climate
change fund). Diverse sources of funding need to be explored — especially
involving the private sector, carbon credit systems and other special cc funds
such as those set up through ADB and the World Bank.

There is a need to address mitigation with adaptation given the potential for
substantial funding from mitigation strategies. Awareness-building is required in
enterprises and government agencies on the risks and mitigation options — and in
particular the potential for solutions which are good for business, reduce cc
impact and reduce vulnerability.

E: Methodological and information support and sharing of lessons learned

17.

Tools and methods should be development for rapid assessments and adaptive
planning. Many tools are available, for example under UNFCCC and UNEP for (i)
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understanding local impacts and risks; (ii) assessing vulnerability and (iii) defining
options for adaptation. The usefulness of those tools under specific
circumstances needs to be tested and defined. Rapid, simple and participatory
tools that can be applied in Vietnam should be developed.

18. A facility for information-sharing and for defining and sharing of lessons is needed
so that others can benefit from agencies with experience in integrating climate
change adaptation thinking into their socio-economic planning.

Next steps

A number of workshops on climate change are being arranged over November and
December, 2007. Also, individual national and international organizations are
developing climate change response projects and programs. While this useful ad
hoc exchange and program development continues, the next steps should be taken
in building a wide coalition of government, NGOs and international agencies so that a
national approach is taken to priority setting and coordinated investment.

As a next step, MONRE could consider convening a special meeting of the ISGE
focusing on climate change and involving key INGOs and other stakeholders. The
meeting might include:

(i) A presentation and discussion of the outcomes of the climate change adaptation
and development planning workshop and follow up round table summarized
here.

(i) Consideration of how best to move forward on the priority issues raised in this
paper

(iii) A discussion on collaborative pilot projects and studies required to facilitate cc —
development planning integration

(iv) Consideration of establishing an ISGE climate change task force and work
program
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Annex 1: Workshop Agenda

Morning Session: Chaired by Nguyen Khac Hieu, Vice — Director of

ICD/MONRE

08:30 1. Welcome and introduction to workshop program Nguyen Viet Thang,
Master of Ceremonies
ICD/MONRE
08:40 2. Opening remarks Nguyen Khac Hieu,
Office of Climate Change
Vice-Director of ICD/MONRE
08:50 3. Global approaches to climate change adaptation with | Barry Dalal-Clayton and
a focus on Asia Mozaharul Alam (lIED)
09:20 4. Climate change scenarios and implementation of Hoang Manh Hoa,
climate change adaptation measures in Viet Nam ICD/MONRE, Permanent Office
of National SC for Implementing
UNFCCC & Kyoto Protocol
09:40 5. Results from the study by the IMHEN on impacts of | Tran Thuc,
climate change and adaptation measures Director of IMHEN
10:10 Tea Break
10:25 6. Integrating climate change adaptation issues into Truong Quang Hoc Programme
land-use planning and related processes in Viet Nam | Director, SEMLA
10:45 7. Addressing Climate Change Adaptation Issues in Nguyen Khac Kinh Director of the
SEA Department of EIA and Appraisal,
MONRE
11:05 Discussion on the main climate change adaptation issues | Plenary Discussion
which need to be considered in planning for the coastal
zone
11:45 Lunch (11:45 — 13:00) Buffet lunch at “The Press Club” — Level 3 Restaurant.

Afternoon worklng sessions: Specific i issues for conS|derat|on of cllmate

13:00 8. Risks posed by climate change in coastal zones of Jeremy Carew-Reid, Director of
Vietnam — recap of key issues ICEM

13:30 9. Climate change and adaptation measures Le Nguyen Tuong, IMHEN

14:00 Discussion session 1: Urban settlements and urban Plenary discussion
infrastructure planning

14:30 Tea Break

14:45 Discussion session 2: Agriculture and rural Plenary discussion
development planning

15:30 Discussion session 3: River basin and natural Plenary discussion

resources use planning

Prepared by MONRE, ICEM and IIED




Climate adaptation and development planning workshop summary report

16:15

Concluding remarks

Nguyen Xuan Bao Tam, Vice
Director of ICD/MONRE

16:30

Workshop ends
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Annex 2: Workshop Participants

No | Institution | Name of Participants Name and Position Contact details
1. | MONRE Department of Mr. Nguyén Khac 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
International Cooperation | Hiéu, Vice-Director nkhieu@monre.gov.vn
2. | MONRE Department of Mr. Nguyen Xuan Bao | 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
International Cooperation | Tam, Vice-Director
3. | MONRE Department of Do Trong Hoan, 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
International Cooperation | Secretary for ISGE isgemonre@fpt.vn
4. | MONRE National Office for Mr. Hoang Manh Hoa | vnccoffice@fpt.vn
Climate Change and 45 Tue Tinh
Ozone Protection
(NOCCOP)
5. | MONRE Dept of EIA & Appraisal Dr. Nguyén Khac Kinh | 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
- Director
6. | MONRE Dept of Environment Director 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
7. | MONRE Dept of Water Resources | Director 68 Bui Thi Xuan
and Management
8. | MONRE Dept of Land Statistics Mr. Vu Sy Kien 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh
9. | MONRE VEPA - Biodiversity Le Dai Thang 67 Nguyén Du
Division
10. | MONRE VEPA — Nature Ms. Kim Tinh 67 Nguyén Du
Conservation Division kimtinh@nea.gov.vn
11. | Ministry of | Dept of Science and Ms. Quach Hue Linh Mr. Nguyén Trung Hoa - Vu
Constructio | Technology trwdng Vu KHCN - B6 XD- 37
n Lé Pai Hanh Tel 976 0775
fax 9780676
12. | Ministry of | Urban Planning Institute Mr. Pham Quoc Dung | B6 XD- 37 Lé Pai Hanh
Constructio Tel 9760271/448
n Fax 9762153
13. | Ministry of | Dept of Education, Env. Mr. Nguyén Thé Vu KH, GD, TN va Mbi
Planning and Natural Resources Phwong trwong, MPI 02 Hoang Van
and Thu tel 080 44432 Fax 733
Investment 9912
14. | Ministry of | Centre Institute for Ms. Vi Xuan Nguyét Vién quan ly kinh t& TW —
Planning Economic Management Hbéng- Director MPI — 02 Hoang Van Thu Tel
and 9456254 Fax 8456 795
Investment vxnhong@ciem.org.vn
15. | Ministry of | Sust. Development Office | Mr. Nguyen Van Hung | 02 Hoang Van Thu
Planning (Agenda 21) Vp phat trién bén virng
and Tel 7339887/7339912
Investment 18345148/ 7342850
16. | Ministry of | Development Strategy Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Hai | Vién Chién lwgc Phat trién,
Planning Institute B6 KH BT - 02 Hoang Van
and Thu - Tel 8233 283 DB 0912
Investment 561 939 Fax 845 2209
17. | Ministry of | Irrigation Dept Mr. Nguyen Quang Cuc thuy lgi - BO NN & PTNT,
Rural Tuan s 2 Ngoc Ha
Developme Fax 733 5702
nt and tel: 04.7335706
Agriculture
18. | Ministry of | Institute for Water Director B& NN PTNT — 2 Ngoc Ha
Rural Resources Planning
Developme
nt and
Agriculture
19. | Ministry of | Dept of Science and Director Vu KH CN - B6 NN PTNT —
Rural Technology 02 Ngoc Ha
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No | Institution | Name of Participants Name and Position Contact details
Developme Tel 823 7534
nt and Fax 843 3637
Agriculture
20. | Ministry of | Institute of Agricultural Director 6 Nguyén Céng Trd - Ha Noi
Rural Strategy and Policy Tel 821 9848
Developme | Vién chinh sach va chién Fax 971 1062
nt and lwgec PT NN NT
Agriculture
21. | Ministry of | Dept of Science and Mr. Nguyén Van Siém | Vu KH — CN, Bd GTVT — 80
Transport Technology Tran Hwng Pao
Tel 8257972
fax: 8267291
22. | Ministry of | Dept of Science and Mr. Tran Minh 54 Hai Ba Trwng, Ha Noi
Industry & | Technology Fax: 04-2202525
Trade Tel:2202222
23. | National Office Director Puong Pham Van Dong, Ha
Steering Noi
Board on Pho Chanh Van phong Dia chi lién hé Bwong Pham
Marine Ban chi dao Nha nwéc vé Van Bdng, Dich Vong hau,
Resources | diéu tra co ban tai Cau Gidy, Ha Noi bién thoai
and nguyén-mdi trwong bién 7 549 734 Fax: 7 549 732
Environme
nt Survey
24. | Natural Representatives Suite 407, Building A9, No.2
Disaster Ngoc Ha, Ba Dinh, Hanoi
Mitigation Tel: 733 6637
Partnership Fax: 733 6641
Email: ndmp@ccfsc.org.vn
25. | Provinces
26. | DONRE Nghe An province Mr. Vo Van Héng
Director 31 Quang Trung, thanh phé
Vinh, Nghé An Province
DT: 038 3586 837
Fax: 038 3586 461
27. | VACNE President Dr. Nguyén Ngoc Sinh | Hoi Bao vé Thién nhién & Moi
(Vietnam trwong VN — Tang 9, KS
Association Cong Doan, 14 Tran Binh
for Trong Tel 942 0279 Fax 822
Conservati 3189 Email vacne@fpt.vn
on Nature
and
Enviroment
)
28. | Centre of Vice- Director Mr. Lé Thanh Hai Sb6 5 Ngé 62 Nguyén Chi
Hydrmeter Thanh, Ha No6i
ology and Tel b8 358835
Environme Fax: 8 355993
nt Network
29. | Institute of | Director Prof. Tran Thuc tranthuc@vkttv.edu.vn
Meterology 090 328 2894
annd
Hydrology
30. | Institute of Mr. Le Nguyen Tuong | 090 345 4717
Meterology tuong@vkttv.edu.vn
annd
Hydrology
31. | VESDI Prof. Lé Thac Can - Vién | Director Phong 311, nha 18T2, Khu
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No | Institution | Name of Participants Name and Position Contact details
trwdng Vién MT va PT D6 thi méi Trung Hoa — Nhan
bén virng Chinh, Quan Thanh Xuan, Ha
Noi.
DT: (84-4) 2511282 Fax:
(84-4) 2511283
E-mail: <VESDI@fpt.vn>;
<thaccan@hn.vnn.vn>
32. | VESDI Nguyen Tu Nam, Phong 311, nha 18T2, Khu
Expert D6 thi méi Trung Hoa — Nhéan
Chinh, Quan Thanh Xuéan, Ha
NOi.
DT: (84-4) 2511282 Fax:
(84-4) 2511283
E-mail: <VESDI@fpt.vn>;
33. | CEETIA University of Civil Prof. Pham Ngoc TT ky thuat méi trwdng ,
Engineering — Centre for | Dang, Director Trwdng BH xay dwng — 55
Enviroment Engineering bPuwdng Giai phéng, Q. Hai Ba
of Towns and Industrial Trwng, Ha Néi, BT:
Areas 8.691604/8693405,
Fax 8693714
34. | Institute of | Mr. Tran Btrc Thanh Director Vién Hai dwong hoc — 24 ba
Oceanogra N&ng Hai phong — Tel 0313
phy in Hai 565 027 DD: 0912 201 025
Phong
35. | (CRES) Centre for Resource and | Pham Viet Hung Giam dbéc TT nghién ceu TN
Env. Studies va MT — BH quéc gia Ha Noi
— 19 Lé Thanh Téng Tel 04
825 3506
36. | Capacity Mr. Hoang Manh Hoa, Coordinator, Room 246, 83 Nguyen Chi
developme | Mr. Hoang Xuan Huy Secretary Thanh, Hanoi.
nt for
national
climate
change
focal point
in Vietham
37. | Sida Embassy of Sweden in Ms. Do Thi Huyen 02 Nui Trdc, Van Phuc, Ba
Hanoi Binh —
Tel 726 0400 ext 03
Mobile 0912 692 217
Huyen.do.thi@foreign.ministr
y.se
38. | Danida Embassy of Denmark in Helene Jordans heljor@um.dk
Hanoi 19 Dien Bien phu
Tel 8231 888
Fax 8231 999
39. | Danida Senior Programme David Annandale david@kookemai.com
Officer Phong 311, tang 3, 65 Van
Miéu — Tel 747 8212 097
9380306
40. | GTZ International Expert Dr. Guenter Tang 6, thap Ha Noi, 49 Hai

Riethmacher

Ba Trwng -
Tel 9344 951
Fax 9344 950
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No | Institution | Name of Participants Name and Position Contact details
41. | DFID Environmental & Ms. Anna Nileshwar Toa nha trung tam, 31 Hai Ba
Livehood coordinator Trung
a-nileshwar@dfid.gov.uk
42. | Embassy Mr. Le Dai Nghia, Nghia.LeDai@formin.fi
of Finland Development Officer 31 Hai Ba Trung, Hanoi
82 66 788
43. | Embassy Environment Advisor Ms. Dang Thu hanoiphuong@gmail.com
of Finland Phuong 31 Hai Ba Trung, Hanoi
82 66 788
44. | IUCN Bern bocallaghan@iucn.org.vn
45. | WWF Yumiko Yumiko.Yasuda@wwfgreater
mekong.org
46. | Care Ms. Ferona Percy 63 Xuan Dieu, Hanoi
Vietnam fpercy@care.org.vn
47. | FFI Frank Momberg Asia Director of 340 Nghi Tam, Hanoi
development program
48. | FFI Vietham Programme Ms. Nguyen Bich Ha 340 Nghi Tam, Hanoi
Manager ha.bich.nguyen@ffi.org.vn
49. | FFI Programme Coordinator Mr. Paul 340 Nghi Tam, Hanoi
paul.insua.cao@ffi.org.vn
50. | RPCF The Resources People of | Mr. Fernando Potess | fpotess@yahoo.com
Conservation Foundation
51. | UNDP Sustainable Development | Ms. Nguyen Ngoc Ly | 25-27 Phan Boi Cchau street
Unit —tel 942 1495
52. | UNDP Mr. Le Van Son 25-27 Phan Boi Cchau street
—tel 942 1495
53. | WB Country Office Ms. Tran Thi Thanh ttran5@worldbank.org
Phuong, Environment | 63 Ly Thai Té - Tel 934 6600
Specialist ext 314
Fax 934 6597
54. | Consultant Ross Hughes ross.cochoa@gmail.com
s
55. | Media President of Vietnam Mr. Pham Huy Hoan S6 22, A2, Ngb 49, Phé Linh
Environmental Journalists Lang, P. Cbng Vi, Q. Ba Dinh,
Forum - Chu tich Dién Ha Noi, BT: 7.626841
dan cac nha bao mbi
trrong Viét Nam
56. Natural Resources and Ms. Nguyen Phuong 83 Nguyén Chi Thanh, Ha
Environment Journal Lan Noi
57. | lIED Mr. Jiri Dusik jiri.dusik@telecom.cz
58. | IIED Mozaharul Alam Email:
mozaharul.alam@bcas.net
59. | IIED Senior Fellow and Dr. Barry Dalal- Barry.Dalal-Clayton@iied.org
Director for Strategies, Clayton, Director for
Planning and Strategies, Planning
Assessment and Assessment
60. | ICEM Director of ICEM Dr. Jeremy Carew- jecr@icem.com.au; 32 Xuan
Reid Dieu Street, Hanoi
61. | ICEM National Office Manager Ms. Nguyen Thi Nga nga@icem.com.au
62. | ICEM Consultant Mr. John Sawdon 32 Xuan Dieu, Hanoi
63. | SEMLA CTA Mr. Per Bertilsson per.bertilsson@ramboll.se
64. | SEMLA Programme Director Mr. Truong Quang truongquanghoc@yahoo.com
Hoc
65. | SEMLA Deputy CTA & Land Mr. lan Hyde 85 Nguyen Chi Thanh, Hanoi
Administration Adviser
66. | SEMLA Mr. Niels Junl Busch 85 Nguyen Chi Thanh, Hanoi
67. | SEMLA Programme Officer Ms. Hoang Yen 85 Nguyen Chi Thanh, Hanoi
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Annex 3: Opening speech: Dr Nguyén Khac Hiéu, Vice Director of Department
of International Cooperation, Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment — a body assigned by
the Government to join and implement the United National Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoty Protocol — | warmly welcome all the
participants to this workshop on “Climate Change Adaptation in development
policies, plans and programs in Vietham” organised by the Department of
International Cooperation, under MONRE, in coordination with the International
Institute for Environment and Development, the SEMLA Programme, and ICEM - the
International Centre for Environmental Management.

The climate change issue is justifiably receiving much attention from countries and
international organisations throughout the world. There are 189 parties to the United
Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change, including Vietham. As one of the
countries most seriously affected by climate change, particularly by sea level rise,
over the past decade, Viethnam has progressively adopted a series of mitigation
measures and adaptations to the current and future challenges involved. A series of
projects relating to the climate change have been implemented in various parts of the
country. Recently, governmental bodies, national and international organisations and
donors have adopted a more intensive focus and new initiatives on climate change
and adaptation. However, the current national policy framework on climate change is
not adequate, and still requires supplementation and improvement to meet the
demands of sustainable development.

As the national hosting unit for the implementation of the United Nation Framework
Convention on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol, MONRE has coordinated with
relevant Ministries and sectors to prepare and develop the first National Statement
sent to the Convention Secretariat. The second Statement is under preparation, to
be completed in 2010. That Statement focuses on research and development of
mitigation and adaptation measures for climate change based on the climate change
scenarios for the period 2020 to 2100.

Vietnam is a country with a 3260 km coastal line, sloping topography, and with most
people concentrated in coastal zones. Therefore climate change is one of the most
critical issues for national development. According to an evaluation report on the
impacts of sea level rise for 84 developing countries released by the World Bank in
February 2007, Vietnam is one of 3 most seriously affected countries worldwide. It is
essential that we test and adopt methods to integrate adaptation measures into
development planning. Adaptation to climate change needs to become a major focus,
not only in the preparation of development projects but also in formulating socio-
economic development policy, plans and programmes, and in environmental
protection at national and local levels.
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The objective of the Workshop today is to discuss the major risks caused by climate
change in the coastal region of Vietham, as well as exploring approaches to
integrating adaptation measures in the development planning process. The intention
is to take the results of your discussions today as a key input to defining a
coordinated program of work for the government and its international partners in this
field. With more organizations, line agencies and levels of government wishing to
contribute and to take appropriate action, there needs to be more effective
coordination and a sharper focus on the most important issues and challenges. This
workshop is to help set the agenda for that collaborative effort. It will be one of a
series of similar consultative events on climate change to be held over the remainder
of this year.

| do hope very much that during the Workshop, you will provide extensive comments
and suggestions on how best to strengthen the coordination of agencies,
organisations and associations in studying and developing adaptation measures for
climate change in Vietham. | would like to express my sincere thanks to all the
participants for taking time to attend the workshop.

| wish you all good health and a very successful workshop!
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Points for closing comments

Nguyén Khéc Hiéu
Vice Director of Department of International Cooperation
Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment

Final comments on workshop discussions and follow-up

1. Many activities and new initiatives on climate change happening involving many
government and international organisations

2. Need for much greater coordination between various government agencies and
international partners

3. One option is to establish a climate change working group under the MONRE
International Support Group on Environment (ISGE)

4. It would be useful if a special meeting of ISGE was convened on climate change
— involving all interested international partners — to discuss results of the
workshop and follow up actions

5. Next national workshops on climate change scheduled for November — announce
their dates and coverage.

6. Key areas which need to receive priority attention are:

(i) Need to develop simple and rapid assessment and planning methods for CC
analysis and for integration with development planning suited to Vietham’s
situation and capacities

(i) Pilot Strategic Environment Assessments which consider CC concerns

(iii) More focused vulnerability analysis on key economic sectors, especially
infrastructure, industry and agriculture.

(iv) More focused vulnerability analysis on the sea level rise, storm serge and
flooding hot spot districts and communes

(v) Working with these sectors and local government areas to prepare adaptation
strategies

(vi) Pilot an integrated river basin approach to climate change adaptation as part of
an integrated river basin plan

(vii) Vietnam needs to conduct a “Stern” type study similar to the UK exercise
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